PAST CONTINUOUS AND
SIMPLE PAST

O passado simples e 0 passado continuo sao dois tempos
usados para expressar acdes no passado. Mas 0s seus usos podem
ser bastante diferentes.

O passado simples é apenas usado para dizer que algo
aconteceu num momento especifico do passado.

| went to a Chinese restaurant yesterday.
She called me in the morning.

He went to the market.

| traveled to Sydney last month.

| visited my sister during my trip to Australia.

Como se pode ver, todas estas frases sao sobre eventos
terminados no passado. O passado simples é normalmente usado
com advérbios do passado como yesterday, last week, last year, etc.

O passado continuo é utilizado principalmente para falar de
eventos passados que estavam em curso em um determinado
momento do passado.

| was reading at 6 yesterday evening.
She was getting ready for school at 6.30 yesterday morning.

Esta forma é também usada para falar de acontecimentos que
aconteceram ao mesmo tempo que algo importante, no passado.
Utilizamos o passado continuo para nos referirmos a acdo mais
longa e de fundo; e o simple past é para nos referirmos a acao
mais curta que aconteceu no meio.

She was having a bath when the telephone rang.

They were playing cards when someone knocked at the door.
She was having lunch when visitors arrived.
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Quando estamos falando de duas agdées mais longas que
estavam em curso ao mesmo tempo, utilizamos o passado
continuo em ambas as oracdes.

Alice was cooking dinner while Jack was playing cards.
We were listening to the professor and taking notes of the relevant
aspects of the class.

Usamos frequentemente estes tempos para mostrar uma ac¢ao
interrompendo outra acao.

When | broke my leg, | was skiing.
As | was going to work, | saw an old friend.
We were watching television when the power went off.

Vocé consegue ver uma diferenca no significado destas duas
frases?

When the guests arrived, Jane was cooking dinner.
When the guests arrived, Jane cooked dinner.

Na primeira frase, Jane comecou a cozinhar o jantar antes da
chegada dos convidados. Sabemos isso porque utiliza o passado
continuo, indicando que aquela acdo estava em progresso quando
os convidados chegaram.

Na segunda frase, os convidados chegaram primeiro, e s6 depois
Jane comecou a cozinhar.

When e While
Acdo longa (watching TV), expressa com o Passado Continuo
| was watching TV from 7pm to 9 pm.

Acdo curta (telephoned), expressa com Past Simple
You phoned at 8pm.



Podemos juntar as frases:
I was watching TV when you phoned.
You phoned while | was watching TV.

NOs usamos:
when + acdo curta (Past Simple)
while + acdo longa (Passado Continuo)

Existem quatro combinac¢des basicas:

I was walking past the car when it exploded.
When the car exploded, | was walking past it.
The car exploded while | was walking past it.
While | was walking past the car, it exploded.

Past continuous or past simple?
Escolha de énfase

Muitas vezes, ha pouca diferenca entre o passado continuo e o
passado simples, exceto que o passado continuo sugere que o(s)
evento(s) estava(m) em curso num momento no passado ou que
estavam acontecendo como pano de fundo ou eventos
temporarios.

Se escolhemos utilizar o passado continuo ou o passado simples
depende, muitas vezes, de como vemos 0(s) evento(s) passado(s).

Vamos comparar:

Doctors were treating patients in temporary beds and they were Past continuous: a pessoa escolhe mostrar os eventos como em curso
trying to do their best in a difficult situation. naquela hora no passado.
Doctors treated patients in temporary beds and they tried to do Past simple: a pessoa escolhe descrever os eventos como terminados,

their best in a difficult situation. concluidos.




Eventos em progresso, no passado.

Utilizamos o passado continuo para falar de acontecimentos
e estados temporarios que estavam em progresso por volta
de um certo momento no passado.

Utilizamos o passado simples para falar de eventos,
estados ou habitos em momentos claros do passado.

Vamos comparar:

N The past continuous emphasizes the action or event in progress around a time in
At 4 pm last Tuesday, I was working in the the past. The event (working) was in progress at 4 pm.

office.
The event was not completed at that time.

The past simple emphasizes the event that happened at a definite time in the
past.
At 4 pm last Monday, I finished work early and

The focus is not on events in progress but rather on the whole events (finished
went home.

work, went home).

The events were completed at that time.
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