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 MAIRO VERGARA 
ADVANCED PHRASAL VERBS COURSE 
Sentences for Anki | Lesson 23 

FRONT  

After a week of not being able to find my book, I knew it had to turn up some time. 

BACK  

turn up = to be found, especially after being lost 

When someone loses something, they may search for a long time and still not find it.  In 

this case, the lost book, the person has been searching for a week.  They know that the 

book will probably turn up, or be found, soon. 

FRONT 

When we went to the beach, Sarah couldn’t find her towel but knew it would turn up once 

they packed up. 

BACK 

turn up = to be found, especially after being lost 

Sarah couldn’t find her towel while at the beach.  However, she thought that when they 

packed up, and when they started moving things around, they mind find it.  The towel 

might turn up once they started to pack. 

FRONT 

Sammy only invited 50 people to the store opening, so he was surprised when over 100 

people turned up! 

BACK 

turn up = to put in an appearance, to arrive 

Sammy invited people to come to the store opening.  He invited 50 people, but over 100 

people came.  He was surprised that so many people came, or that so many people turned 

up. 

FRONT 

Even though it was just a local election, over 3,000 people turned up to vote since it was 

such an important issue. 

BACK 

turn up = to put in an appearance, to arrive 

Often times, not many people go to vote in local elections.  In this case, over 3,000 people 

turned out, or came, to vote.  It was an important issue, so people wanted to turn out to 

show their support. 



  

MAIRO VERGARA ADVANCED PHRASAL VERBS COURSE 

2 

FRONT 

After 3 years of not being able to find her engagement ring, Louisa said it turned up 

underneath one of the couch cushions. 

BACK 

turn up = to be found, especially after being lost 

Louisa’s engagement ring had been missing, or lost, for 3 years.  Finally, when Louisa was 

probably cleaning, she found the ring underneath a couch cushion.  The ring turned up 

under the couch cushion. 

FRONT 

Thomas was not able to locate the only copy of his birth certificate until it finally turned 

up in his mom’s desk drawer. 

BACK 

turn up = to be found, especially after being lost 

Thomas could not find his birth certificate.  Since this is not a document that people use 

on a daily basis, they sometimes forget where they stored it.  In this case, Thomas forgot 

where he stored it.  He finally found the birth certificate in his mother’s drawer - it turned 

up there. 

FRONT 

When Johnathan planned the meeting for 7:30am on Monday morning, he knew that not 

many people would turn up. 

BACK 

turn up = to put in an appearance, to arrive 

Going to a meeting at 7:30am is hard, especially on a Monday morning.  In this case, 

Johnathon planned the meeting then and he guessed that not that many people would 

come, or would turn up for the early meeting. 

FRONT 

When it rained for two straight hours, not that many people turned up for the outdoor 

concert. 

BACK 

turn up = to put in an appearance, to arrive 

The concert was supposed to be outdoors.  When it continued to rain for 2 hours, people 

decided they didn’t want to stand in the rain for the concert.  Not that many people came, 

or turned up. 
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FRONT 

Abigail knew that she would be in trouble if her mom’s necklace didn’t turn up in the 

school’s lost and found. 

BACK 

turn up = to be found, especially after being lost 

Abigail probably wore her mom’s necklace to school.  When she wore it, she likely lost it or 

misplaced it.  She knew that her mom would be upset if she didn’t find it, or if it didn’t 

turn up in the lost and found. 

FRONT 

Even though he was going to be late, Jamie knew that Michael would eventually turn up to 

the party. 

BACK 

turn up = to put in an appearance, to arrive 

Michael was going to a party, but was going to be late.  Jamie knew he was going to be 

late, but also knew that we would eventually come, or turn up, to the party. 

FRONT  

When Janell heard someone yell her name behind her, she turned around to see who it 

was. 

BACK 

turn around = to move as to face the opposite direction 

Janell heard someone call her name.  Since the voice came from behind her, she turned 

around, or moved to face the opposite direction, so that she could see who it was. 

FRONT  

After Ryan caught the ball in the outfield, he quickly turned around to throw it back to the 

first baseman. 

BACK 

turn around = to move as to face the opposite direction 

Ryan is playing outfield on his baseball team.  Once he caught the ball, he was likely 

facing the outfield wall.  He had to turn around so that he would be facing the infield.  He 

wanted to be able to throw the ball to the first baseman. 

FRONT 

John’s boss wanted him to get the project turned around in under a week, so he knew it 

would be stressful. 

BACK 

turn around = to get something done, finish a project or task 

John’s in charge of a project.  His boss wanted him to finish, or turn around, the project in 

under a week. With such a quick turn around time, John will be stressed. 

FRONT 
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The client called back to say that there was a delay in production on their end, so the turn 

around time on the artwork would also be delayed. 

BACK 

turn around = to get something done, finish a project or task 

In projects, a turn around time is like a due date, or deadline.  In this case, because 

production is delayed, the artwork completion will also be delayed.  It will not turn around 

on time. 

FRONT 

When Sally was going through security at the airport, the security guard asked her to turn 

around so that they could check her with a metal detector. 

BACK 

turn around = to move as to face the opposite direction 

Often times at airport security, they will use handheld metal detectors to determine if 

someone has an illegal object on their person or in their bag.  In this case, Sally is asked 

to turn around, or face the opposite direction, so that they can check her whole body, 

front and back, with the metal detector. 

FRONT 

When the ball hit Jessica in the back of her head, she turned around to see which of her 

brothers threw it at her. 

BACK 

turn around = to move as to face the opposite direction 

Jessica had a ball hit her in the back of the head.  She thought it might be one of her 

brothers, so she turned around, or moved to face behind her, so she could see which of 

her brothers threw the ball at her. 

FRONT 

Since the festival is only a week away, the turn around time on the music video is going to 

be quicker than normal. 

BACK  

turn around = to get something done, finish a project or task 

Making a music video normally would take quick a bit of time and work.  Since the festival 

is only a week away, and thy are likely just starting the video project, the turn around 

time, or finish, is going to be quicker than normal. 
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FRONT 

When the policeman yelled, “I have a gun!  Turn around and put your hands up!”, the 

robbers stopped and faced the policeman. 

BACK 

turn around = to move as to face the opposite direction 

The policeman yelled for the robber to turn around so that he could see his face and see if 

he had any weapons.  The robber obeyed and moved to face the policeman. 

FRONT 

The turn around on the kitchen renovation kept being delayed because of the lack of 

experience of the workers. 

BACK 

turn around = to get something down, finish a project or task 

The kitchen renovation was supposed to be completed in a certain amount of time.  The 

turn around time had already been decided.  However, the turn around was going to be 

longer because the works were not experienced.  The renovation would take longer to 

finish. 

FRONT 

When Mr. Roberts heard the window crash, he immediately turned around to see what 

happened. 

BACK  

turn around = to move as to face the opposite direction 

Mr. Roberts heard a window crash.  He likely was frightened, or curious, and wanted to 

know what happened.  He turned around, or moved to face the opposite direction, so that 

he could figure out what had happened. 

FRONT 

When the SWAT team heard the ticking noise get faster, they knew something was about 

to blow up. 

BACK 

blow up = to explode, in a dangerous way 

A SWAT team is a group of specially trained operatives that help in emergency situations.  

In this case, they heard ticking, likely a bomb.  When the ticking got faster, they knew the 

bomb was probably about to explode, or blow up. 

FRONT 

After Sherri heard the news about her boyfriend cheating on her, she blew up and 

furiously yelled at him. 

BACK  

blow up = to react in a strong, emotionally-charged way 

When Sherri found out about her boyfriend cheating, she was very angry.  She was 
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emotional and mad.  She blew up, or got angry at, her boyfriend and yelled at him. 

FRONT 

After Kaitlin posted the video on Youtube, her brother’s band video blew up over night 

with over 2 million views. 

BACK 

blow up = to become well known, through social or media avenues 

Often times, Youtube videos can get popular very quickly.  Sometimes they say that a 

video has gone “viral”.  Another way is to say that a video has “blown up”. 

FRONT 

When Jimmy stole another $20 bill from his dad wallet, his dad blew up and punished him 

for a month. 

BACK 

blow up = to react in a strong, emotionally-charged way 

Since it says that Jimmy stole another $20 bill, it seems like this is something Jimmy has 

done before.  His dad is probably tired of him stealing money.  When he did it this time, 

his dad was angry, he blew up, and punished Jimmy for a month. 

FRONT 

Samuel accidentally put a match on the burner which caused a reaction, so the burner 

blew up right before his eyes. 

BACK 

blow up = to explode, in a dangerous way 

To blow up is to explode, so when Samuel put the match on the burner, the burner got 

extremely hot and exploded, or blew up in a dangerous way. 

FRONT 

Julius blew up at his boss after he accused him of not being a hard worker. 

BACK 

blow up = to react in a strong, emotionally-charged way 

Julius and his boss are likely in a disagreement.  During the disagreement his boss tells 

Julius that he is not a hard worker.  Julius gets angry, and blows up at his boss.  He 

probably yells (and probably does not work there for much longer!). 
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FRONT 

When the large bottle of Coke had rolled around in the trunk of the car all day, it blew up 

with fizz when Mrs. Andrews tried to open it. 

BACK 

blow up = to explode, in a dangerous way 

Coke is full of carbonation, so that when it gets shaken up, the carbonation reacts more.  

When the carbonation is not under pressure any more (when the lid is taken off), it often 

explodes, or blows up, with fizz going everywhere. 

FRONT 

When Sarah’s computer company was featured on the network nightly news, sales blew up 

the very next day. 

BACK 

blow up = to become well known, through social or media avenues 

When someone is featured on network nightly news, a large amount of people are exposed 

to that content.  So many people saw Sarah’s computer company that the sales blew up, 

or were greatly increased because of their knowledge.   

FRONT 

Hallie’s mom blew up when she told her that she had taken the car to the beach without 

permission.  

BACK 

blow up = to react in a strong, emotionally-charged way 

Hallie’s mom has probably given her rules on when she can use the car.  In this case, 

Hallie did not ask permission before she took the car to the beach.  Hallie’s mom is made, 

and blew up at Hallie. 

FRONT 

At the bonfire, Kevin put too much lighter fluid and the logs blew up really quickly. 

BACK  

blow up = to explode, in a dangerous way   

Lighter fluid is used on fires to get them started, or to make them become bigger.  Kevin 

put on too much lighter fluid and the logs blew up quickly.  The fire exploded quickly. 

 


