CREATING UPDATE & DELETE QUESTION
ENDPOINTS

In this lesson we're going to create endpoints for update & delete question. Since we've
defined our api resource route In the last lesson so we no longer need to touch the routes api
for now. All we have to do is working on the controller and then perform some tests in
postman.

Alright, before we move on let's go ahead and open up our terminal then create a new
branch:

git checkout -b lesson-49

CREATE SHOW QUESTION ENDPOINT

Let's start off by modify the show method in our api/QuestionsController.php . Basically
this method as the name implies is to show a resource.

Now when working on api we no longer need the create oOr edit method fto show the
form. That's why when editing a resource we're going to use this show method and get the
resource in json data. We can then use that response to populate our form.

So in this method let's return response()->json() . Then put an array inside it. And then inside
that array let's specify the response data contains title , body and body html .

// Api/QuestionsController.php
public function show(Question $question)

{
return response()->json(|
'title' => Squestion->title,
"body' => $question->body,

'body html' => $question->body html
1)



Let's save and give it a test in postman.

TEST THE SHOW ENDPOINT

Head over to postman. Then duplicate the create question request. And then rename it as

Show Question .
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GET  Display all questions
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Let's change the http verb to GET . The url is gonna be
http://localhost:8000/api/questions/1 . Make sure you have question with id 1. Or you
can change it to any existing number that you have in your questions table.

Go to the headers section and make sure you have accept and Authorization setup. Go

to body section and choose none option.
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Accept application/json
Authorization Bearer ey]0eXAiOiJKV1QiLCJhbGciOiJSUzITNilsimp...

Now if we hit the Send button we'll have a response back.
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Status: 200 OK Time: 65ms  Size: 1.34 KB Save Response v
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2 "title": "Enim et maiores qui id et velit",
3 "body": "Repellat veniam vel fugiat quaerat. Perspiciatis veniam error consectetur harum minus enim inventore. Est

eum optio corporis reiciendis incidunt deserunt sint. Facilis ea nemo assumenda necessitatibus repellendus
numquam nulla. Inventore ut illo sunt optio labore delectus.\n\nTemporibus quis omnis ea labore non saepe
dicta. Quidem magni culpa laborum alias fugit.\n\nNecessitatibus et exercitationem dignissimos sint soluta non.

Ipsam illo voluptatem tenetur libero officia.",

4 "body_html": "<p>Repellat veniam vel fugiat quaerat. Perspiciatis veniam error consectetur harum minus enim
inventore. Est eum optio corporis reiciendis incidunt deserunt sint. Facilis ea nemo assumenda necessitatibus
repellendus numquam nulla. Inventore ut illo sunt optio labore delectus.</p>\n<p>Temporibus quis omnis ea
labore non saepe dicta. Quidem magni culpa laborum alias fugit.</p>\n<p>Necessitatibus et exercitationem
dignissimos sint soluta non. Ipsam illo voluptatem tenetur libero officia.</p>"

Hit Save button to save the request changes.

CREATE UPDATE & DELETE QUESTION ENDPOINTS

1. The update method

We can grab the logics for update and destroy method from our old

QuestionsController.php . Let's reopen that file. Then copy the update method.

Back to api/QuestionsController.php then replace the update method boilerplate. And
then remove the if statement as well as redirection code. So here our update method look

like:

// Api/QuestionsController.php
public function update(AskQuestionRequest $request, Question $question)

{

S$this->authorize("update", $question);
Squestion->update($request->only('title', 'body'));

return response()->json(|
'message' => "Your question has been updated.",

'body html' => $question->body html
1):



2. The delete method

Let's go back to our old QuestionsController.php and copy the destroy method. Back to
Our Api/QuestionsController.php . Then inside that file let's replace the destroy method

boilerplate.

Don't forget to get rid of the if statement as well as redirection code. And here is the

destroy method look like:

// Api/QuestionsController.php
public function destroy(Question $question)

{
Sthis->authorize("delete", S$question);
Squestion->delete();
return response()->json(|
'message'’ => "Your question has been deleted."
1):
}

Save all changes. And now let's test them in postman.

TEST THE UPDATE QUESTION ENDPOINT

Let's switch back to Postman. Then duplicate the show question test request. And then

rename it O Update Question .
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Let's change the HTTP method to put . The url is going be the same. But you can change the
id to any existing number if you want, Make sure you have aAccept and authorize being set

in the Headers section. And for now we can leave the request body empty.
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Now if we hit the Send button sure enough we got validation error message.

{
"message": "The given data was invalid.",
"errors": {
"title": [
"The title field is required."
1,
"body": [
"The body field is required."
1
}
}
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Now we can go to Body section. Select raw option and select the JSON type. And then

specify the request body like so:

"title": "Updated my question",
"body": "I update my question body"

If we hit the Send button again. Now we get back the expected response.
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2 "message": "Your question has been updated.",
3 "body_html": "<p>I update my question body</p>"
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Alright, now let's hit the Save button to save the change in our Update Question test request.

And now let's test the destory question endpoint.

TEST THE DESTROY QUESTION ENDPOINT

Let's duplicate the update question request. Then rename it tO Delete Qeustion .

v I Questions
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Change the HTTP method to DELETE . Keep the aAccept and Authorization in the Headers

section and remove the request body in the Body section by choosing the none option.
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Now if we hit the Send button. Probably you will get this such response error:

Body
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2 "message'": "This action is unauthorized.",
3 "exception”: "Symfony\\Component\\HttpKernel\\Exception\\AccessDeniedHttpException",
4 "file": "/Users/eding/Workspace/Laravel/laravel-qa/vendor/laravel/framework/src/Illuminate/Foundation/Exceptions/

Handler.php",

5 "line": 206,
6 = "trace": [

243 ]
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That error occurred because you tried to remove a question and that question has one or
more related answers. So to fix that you can simply go to tinker then find the question which

does not any related answer. In my case | have question with id 10 /.

php
php artisan tinker 19:00:15

>>> App\Question: :doesnthave('answers')->first()
= {#3114

Now if change the id in the url and hit the Send button again. Here Il get the expected
response.
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SUMMARY

In this lesson, we looked at how we can create api endpoints for updating and deleting

existing question. We've learned how to properly test our api endpoints in postman. And

we've also briefly seen how to find record which does not have any relationship record using

eloguent doesnthave() method.

Let's commit all changes into our git repo. When you ready let's move on to the next lesson.

git add .

git commit -m "Create update & delete question endpoints"

git push origin lesson-49
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